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Annual Report 
 

It has been my honour to chair the board of governors of Westbury CofE Junior School during the 

last year. I am pleased to report that the governing body has managed to carry out all its normal 

schedule of meetings albeit online. 

We still received a great deal of information from the school in the form of reports and had plenty of 

opportunities to ask questions, but I think we all felt a little “disconnected” because we were mostly 

unable to visit the school during school hours or even meet on the premises with only a few or our 

number making it into the school at all for appropriate activities such as interviews. 

As governors, we received less monitoring information about pupil performance than we were used 

to as much of this was simply not available and the usual excitement of year 6 exams (and results) 

was missing. 

What we do know about, is the huge efforts made by the staff to support families during lockdown. 

In addition to the “normal” school things such as making sure children were taking part in some 

education, getting equipment to families so that children could join classes online, Westbury Juniors 

School made huge efforts working with the foodbank, Wiltshire Council, Westbury Town council and 

other bodies to extend care to families. The school delivered food and other support to those 

families who needed help during lockdown 

Although many activities were restricted, some projects did move forward. A new school website 

was launched – the project being led by Mr Percy working with Xander Creative. This new site has 

received positive feedback from many users. 

As chair, I was regularly invited to leadership meetings which helped keep me in touch with the 

necessarily fluid decisions around safety in the school.  

We are obviously aware of the issues around where the children are in their learning– delivery of 

any kind of curriculum through remote learning is widely recognised as very difficult, particularly for 

younger children where the classroom experience is about acquiring a whole range of skills, 

including appropriate social behaviour. Staff have expressed their concern not only as to what is 

needed in academic areas – there will be new joiners from the infant school who will have had 

relatively little teaching in reading (phonics) but also, and perhaps more importantly, in the 

behavioural aspects. Staff also highlighted their concerns about the ethos of the school – that is very 

hard to maintain remotely or in bubbles where children obviously very little mixing. This 

reestablishment of behaviour standards and appropriate social interaction will be a major focus for 

the beginning of 21-22 in addition to the expected need to both understand what has been delivered 

and re-plan a curriculum. 

We carried out a staff well-being survey with particularly focus on issues around Covid and isolation. 

This suggested that staff were coping well in difficult circumstances but keen to return to teaching as 

it used to be. It is obvious too that staff have felt the disruption, and to a lesser extent that the 

children, will need to re-adjust to ways of working that have been “suspended” for almost 2 years. 

But the overall message from the governing body is that the school appears to have coped very well 

and become “used” to handling a rapidly chasing environment of varying degrees of information, 

changes and minor crises and has done exceptionally well at keeping children safe and cared for 
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under difficult conditions; we feel that the school’s deeply embedded approaches to care and 

looking out for issues has helped it adjust particularly well to the recent challenges – WJS was never 

an easy place to deal with all the issues outside of learning so staff are well -practised at coping 

flexibly. 

I would like to pass on the thanks of the governing body to the pupils, the parents and families (who 

have been hugely supportive of all the school’s new and varying procedures) and all the school’s 

staff for doing so much during this unusually difficult year. 

 

Ian Cunningham 

Chair of Governors Westbury Junior CofE School 


